PREFACE

The early dreamers ideas about  "the selfmoving waggon"  have after    centuries of developement turned out to be our car. The whole society that we live in depends on the car as a means of transport and communication. 

I am going to tell you something about the development of the car.
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THE PIPEDREAM

The horseless waggon has been one of the biggest pipedreams  humans have ever had. For thousands of years every human being has dreamt of entering chariots with incredible speed without the aid of animals. Sometimes you were even punished if you had those pipedreams. Bacon for example, he was put in jail for ten years accused for being a devil when all he had done was trying to build a car.

Joseph Cugnot

The first man who really built a waggon with an engine, was Joseph Cugnot. He was employed by the French Government and was going to build an artillery tractor.

The "Red Flag Law"

In the middle of the 19th century the steam-stage-coach was developed and the "red flag law" was found. The law said that a man had to travel by foot 60 yards in front of the vehicle waving a red flag to warn people of the fast vehicle.

The First Petrol Enhgine

The first petrol engine was invented by Gottleib Daimler. It was shown at the Parisexhibition in 1878 and attracted a lot of attention. The engine was smaller and a lot cheaper to use than the old steam machines.

Siegfrid Marcus

Siegfrid Marcus was for a long time known as "the inventor of the car", until Carl Benz and Gottleib Daimler proved that his car never  had been functioning.

The Renault Brothers

The Renault brothers helped with the development of the car a whole lot. For example they invented the propellar shaft instead of using chains for transmission. They where also the first people to build a car that looks like a car (that`s my opinion anyway). They started the first real car-company and sold cars all over Europe.

After  Renault and Benz many other companies were made, Fiat for example, their first car had three and a half horsepower under the hood, it had 3 gears and an electric start. Porsche is another car from that time but their first car was electric.

The First Swedish Car

The first car in Sweden was made by Nürnberg (a clockmaker). The car had a big plume instead of an engine, it travelled with a speed of 2000 footsteps/hour. The car was called "the triumph waggon" and had a big dragon`s head in the front that could throw water on people if neccesary, and two angels (one on each side of the waggon) who could blow their horns.

1900

In the beginning of 1900 almost all cars had put their old chains away and put their money into propellar shaft. They had the engine in the front and they had a coupling. The wheels had the same size both in the front and  the back.

The T-Ford

The T-Ford was the first car that wasn´t very expensive. A lot of people could afford it. Henry Ford made thousands of them and people really liked it.

1930

In the 30`s the suspension was invented and the cars became a lot more comfortable, there was one suspension on every wheel and it was the Amerikans who invented it. The front wheel drive was another thing that was invented and it had great success.

Since 1930 the car hasn´t been developed that much. It is only improved  all the time, cars that come up is a little bit better than the others all the time and it will always be that way.
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